
QSX  May 2010                                                                                                              Published by the Larkfield Amateur Radio Club  Page 1  

 

   
May  2010 

Volume XVII  Issue 5 
Editor: Howard; KC2OJO 

Meeting Minutes –  April 8, 2010 
 
The meeting started at 7:40 PM with the following 
Executive Board members and officers present:  Fred 
K2LDC, Gary K2TVN, Ed KC2E, Roger W2GLE, 
Pat WS2A and Howard KC2OJO.  23 members, con-
stituting a quorum were present.  Pat chaired the 
meeting. 
 
Howard KC2 OJO, the club secretary, reported that 
the March 11th meeting minutes had been printed in 
the April QSX newsletter and that the 2010 Roster 
had been distributed via the QSX mailing and elec-
tronically via the Reflector.  Both were also available 
on the club's web site which was operating OK.  It 
was again asked that members submit articles or pho-
tographs for publishing via the web site or QSX.  
Howard reported that Mike W2SWR was maintaining 
his relationship with the club and had been extremely 
helpful with technical advice and postings to the web 
site and Reflector. 
 
Roger W2GLE, the club treasurer,  reported on the 
funds available in each of the club's bank accounts. 
 
Pat WS2A, a Field Day co-chairman, reported that 
Fred K2LDC and Gary K2TVN had committed to 
provide help and stated that Neil KC2TAF was work-

ing to get county approval for us to hold Field Day at 
the West Hills site.  Matt  N2RBP volunteered to take 
care of food service on Field Day. 
 
Fred K2LDC, a Field Day co-chairman, described a 
distribution panel that could be purchased to provide 
our Field Day generator with multiple outlets pro-
tected by circuit breakers and ground fault interrupters 
for approximately $219.  A panel of this type would 
be necessary because the panel used at previous Field 
Days was no longer available to us.  The club and Ex-
ecutive Board unanimously agreed to the purchase. 
 
Bruno KC2ESI, provided the Repeater report.  He de-
scribed the problems with our current antenna that 
included arcing in wet weather.  The proposed new 
antenna would cost approximately $1000 and the re-
quired installation would cost about $1500.  See Pro-
posed Antenna Information.   It was agreed that fur-
ther information would be distributed via QSX (See 
Page 7) and that a vote would then be held at the May 
meeting on whether to proceed with the purchase and 
installation of the recommended antenna.  
 
Larry N2BKJ gave the membership report and the 
club voted in two new members, Robert Benward  
AC2AZ and Paul Angerame K2OLO.  

Continues on page 2 
 

 The guest speaker at the May 13th General Meeting will be Mike 
Lisenco N2YBB, the ARRL NYC-Long Island Section Manager.  He 
is also the past section EC for ARES so he will also be able to answer 
member questions pertaining to ARES. 
—————————————————————————————- 
Less than 2 Months to Field Day!  Let’s Make Plans and Get Ready!  

(See page 6 for past Field Day Photos) 
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Extracted from the K7RA  Solar Update 
 
A strong geomagnetic storm on Monday and 
Tuesday -- April 5-6 -- was the biggest since 
2006, at least in terms of high planetary A index. 
On those days, the mid-latitude A index was 28 
and 22 and the planetary A index was 49 and 46. 
This was caused by a mighty solar wind stream. 
A search for similar numbers over the past few 
years yields nothing. In 2009, the highest plane-
tary A index was 19 on August 30, and in 2008 it 
was 37 on October 11. This is indicative of how 
quiet space weather has become in the past few 
years. In 2007, the planetary A index reached 30 
on April 1 -- we have to go back to 2006 to find 
any geomagnetic activity as strong, when the 
planetary A index reached 63 and 104 on De-
cember 14-15. 
 

It seems counter-intuitive, but the average daily 
sunspot numbers rose by 3.5 points this week to 
32.4, while average daily solar flux dropped over 
7 points to 77.8. Sunspot numbers for April 1-7 
were 25, 28, 27, 40, 41, 41 and 25, with a mean 
of 32.4. The 10.7 cm flux was 79.2, 76.2, 77.4, 
78.7, 79.3, 77.5 and 76.3, with a mean of 77.8. 
The estimated planetary A indices were 12, 12, 8, 
13, 49, 46 and 21, with a mean of 23. The esti-
mated mid-latitude A indices were 9, 10, 5, 11, 
28, 22 and 15, with a mean of 14.3. 
 
NOAA and USAF predict solar flux at 75 for April 
9-15, rising to 78 on April 16. This is substantially 
different from Wednesday’s prediction, which had 
solar flux rising to 80 by April 15 --now they don’t 
see a rise to 80 again until April 23. The same 
forecast predicts planetary A index for April 9-15 
at 8, 5, 5, 12, 10, 5 and 5. Geophysical Institute 

Continued from page 1 
Arnie N2PLS reported that there was no Good & 
Welfare news. 
 
Howard KC2OJO gave the daytimers report (3-6 
members usually present) and Fred K2LDC gave the 
nightimers report (8 members present at the last meet-
ing). 
 
Pat WS2A gave the Education report stating that there 
was no change in the High School budget that would 
allow the Amateur Radio Club to be restarted. 
Ed gave the program and VE reports.  He has ar-
ranged for Mike N2YBB, the NY / LI section man-
ager to speak to our club at the May and reported that 
there were 4 candidates at the April 10 VE session, all 
of whom had passed their tests; 2 Tech and 2 General. 
 
Our guest speaker, John Sferazo, described some of 
the First Responder issues that had come about as a 
result of the aftermath of the 9 -11 collapse of the NY 
Trade Center buildings.  John worked at Ground Zero 
for about 30 days after 9 -11 and today has lung prob-
lems resulting from that work.  Two of his co-
workers, friends, have dies of cancers that probably 
resulted from their work exposure.  John answered 
numerous questions from club members and was 
thanked for coming. 
 
The auction was the last item on the agenda.  Fred 
K2LDC described the rules.  Each item to be sold had 

a sheet of paper in front of it that described the item, 
listed a minimum starting bid and had room for suc-
cessive bids.  The bids were made “silently”; if you 
wanted an item  you just wrote your bid (at least one 
dollar more than the previous high bid)  and your 
name below the previous (lower) bid.  The sheets 
would all be collected after a reasonable but unknown 
time after the auction started.  The club would get 
10% of the sale price from the seller.  Everything 
went smoothly and most items were sold.  Artie 
KC2JFU donated items that could be taken by mem-
bers who would pay the club whatever they thought 
the items were worth. 
 
The meeting ended at 9:15 PM. 
 
Minutes of the April 8th Executive Board Meeting 
 
Gary K2TVN presented the board with copies of the 
club’s insurance through the ARRL and his com-
ments.  His overall assessment is that the insurance is 
adequate for the club’s purposes and that it was very 
important for the club officers and members to be 
very safety conscious at all Field day activities. 
 
After much discussion about member’s that do not 
continue their membership it was decided to send a 
reminder email to all who were enrolled for the previ-
ous year but have not rejoined. 



QSX  May 2010                                                                                                              Published by the Larkfield Amateur Radio Club  Page 3  

 

 

Dayton Hamvention:  May 14-16 2010 

Amateur Radio Clubs Worldwide: The Lifeline 

We hope you plan to attend: 

• Our Forums where you can meet and hear authorities on all facets of 
amateur radio. There will be plenty of space for guests to attend. Seat-
ing is provided on a first come first served basis so plan to arrive early. 
- 500 inside exhibit spaces where the exhibitors are showing their latest 
equipment and are available to answer questions about their products 
- Our HUGE 2500+ space Flea Market area! The largest of its kind! 

Go to http://www.hamvention.org for more information 

 

  

Prague predicts unsettled conditions for April 9, 
quiet April 10-12, April 13 unsettled to active, 
April 14 active and April 15 unsettled to active. 
 
Big geomagnetic activity is often good for VHF 
propagation, and this week we heard from Ed 
Richardson, VE4EAR, of Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
about his experiences on 6 meters. Ed wrote, 
“Just to let you know, this week’s increase in geo-
magnetic activity was sufficient for several auro-
ral contacts on 6 meters. On April 6 between 2:30 
and 3:30, I enjoyed contacts with stations in On-
tario, Quebec and Minnesota, and as well as 
VE8NSD up in the Northwest Territories. All sta-
tions were worked with the beam pointed north-
northeast and strengths varied from 52 to 57. 
There were reports of stations in Minnesota work-
ing Alaska via auroral E skip.” Go here and click 
on the antenna image to see what’s on Ed’s 
tower. Also note the number of lookups listed be-
low his address. 
 

Carl Zelich, AA4MI, of Chuluota, Florida, sent im-
ages of logbook pages, showing many worldwide 
contacts during recent good conditions. He com-
ments on changing conditions this week: “HF 
band openings have been opening later and clos-
ing sooner. This was true of 40, 10 and 20 meter 
bands. The 15 meter band has been very quiet. 
My log shows only one Indian Ocean QSO. This 
is in contrast to 5-6 Indian Ocean QSOs during 
the prior week. Only one African QSO; as a note, 
the African continent has been generally quiet 
with a lack of stations. Eastern Europe and Carib-
bean activity had strong signals, while Western 
Europe had weak signal and a scarcity of sta-
tions. Overall conditions were fading in and out 
with a wide swing in signal strength over a short 
time period. One point of note: a 6 meter QSO 
from Central Florida to Michigan lasted for 40 
minutes! Can spring be far behind?” 
 

Courtesy of ARRL 

The LIMARC Outdoors Hamfest at Briarcliffe University will begin on 

Sunday, June 6th at 9 AM.     Go to http://www.limarc.org/fest.htm for 

more details or wait for more info to appear on the Larkfield Reflector 

and in the June QSX. 
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In preparation for Field Day the following Field Day Tips related to safety were extracted 

from the ARRL Field Day Guide.  They should be observed by all participants in Field Day! 
 
Safety First! 
 
Follow the ARRL safety code as you set up. Appoint one person "safety officer" and charge them with making 
sure no accidents happen. 
 
More people are killed by contact with regular 120-V line service than by any other voltage. The voltages in 
many power supplies can be lethal! Don't take any chances! Ground anything and everything. 
 
Never use "three-prong" adapters to connect your equipment 
to your power source. Remember, the power coming out of your generator is as lethal as the AC plugs at 
home! 
 
Have someone always on hand that is qualified in First Aid and CPR. This is a good idea for a club project to 
train all your members in these valuable skills before they are needed. Contact your local American Red Cross 
chapter for more information in your area. 
 
Always kill all power circuits completely before opening up a piece of equipment and trying to troubleshoot it. 
Never allow anyone else to switch the power on and off for you while you're working on something. 
 
 Never try to fix something while you're tired or sleepy. If you're working on older tube-type gear, or an ampli-
fier, always unplug the unit from the AC mains and wait at least 5 minutes before 
you begin. 
 
When troubleshooting this kind of equipment, always keep one hand in your pocket, as a precaution against 
accidental shock. Never wear watches or jewelry when you're working on gear. 
 
Do not climb any tower without the proper equipment: a hard hat and a climbing belt are musts. 
 
NEVER climb an un-guyed tower. 
 
NEVER work on a tower alone. Always have someone on the ground to watch you. Always make certain that 
all mechanical connections are tight and secure before erecting a tower or an antenna. What may be easy to fix 
on the ground could be dangerous in 
the air. 
 
When erecting a tower, take your time and be safe! It's far too easy for someone to get caught on something, or 
have fingers or toes in the wrong place at the wrong time. Make certain any "spectators" are a safe distance 
away should anything untoward happen. 
 
Alcohol and towers do not mix! If you drink, don't climb! If you climb, don't drink! 
 
Always make sure your guys are securely anchored, and that the guys themselves are sufficiently taut. 
 
Tying flags to guy wires in strategic spots will help prevent people from walking into them (especially visi-
tors!). Make certain that the tower bases are secure and unlikely to shift in high winds. 
 
Watch out for overhead power lines! Make certain they are at least twice the height of any antenna's height in 
distance away: an antenna 50' high should be at least 100' from any overhead line, for example. 
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Make certain that your group has enough fire extinguishers, and that everyone knows where they are. Always 
keep a multipurpose fire extinguisher by the generator. Never fuel a running generator. Never smoke around a 
generator. Keep the fuel in a separate place. Charge one or two people with the responsibility of monitoring 
the generators. 
 
Generators should always be kept outdoors in an area with good air circulation. This will prevent the possibil-
ity of exhaust and gas fumes building up. 
 
Check all your extension cords prior to setup for signs of wear or fraying. Discard any that show even the 
slightest wear. Guard all outlets from any water. Make sure the wire sizes are adequate enough to handle the 
load. 
 
Watch out for lightning! Storms can develop and move quickly. At the first sign of a storm, disconnect all an-
tennas from the rigs, shut down the generators, and head for shelter. You don't have to take a direct hit in order 
to sustain damage, or electrical shock. Summer thunderstorms are accompanied by high winds and rain. Play it 
safe! 
 
Setup 
 
During an overnight operation, make sure that there is adequate security for those involved. More than one 
Field Day operation has discovered too late that equipment has been permanently "borrowed" from an operat-
ing position left unattended during the wee hours of the morning. 
 
Check out your operating site ahead of time. Avoid confusion on Field Day by preparing a work plan. You'll 
want to determine where antenna, power sources, and operating positions should be placed. 
 
Coordinate in advance the order for each task. Make sure that all essential items will be on hand when they are 
needed. Don't forget the essential creature comforts, such as trash cans, toilet 
paper, flashlights, bug spray, first aid kit, etc. 
 
Nothing can kill the Field Day enthusiasm faster than not having sufficient help to set-up and tear-down the 
site. Sign up your volunteers early. 
 
Always have designated "tour guides"; that is persons ready to guide any visitors who might happen by your 
site and show an interest in ham radio. This is also a good way to drum up interest in a class. Not only is this a 
chance to show off your hobby in a favorable light, but it is also worth some bonus points! 
 
Set up a table with some handouts about ham radio, your club, Field Day, whatever. Type up a sheet that de-
scribes your club, the operation, and include a person to contact for more information. When giving a tour, 
make sure not to lapse into "ham speak": try to explain what people doing in easy-to-understand language. 
 
If the media comes by, make certain that something is going on. TV, radio and print journalists will be much 
more impressed to see antennas going up and people making contacts than they will by a group of guys sitting 
around drinking beer. 
 
Many clubs "turn out the operators" by combining Field Day with family activities, such as a picnic. Others 
send a mailing to all their area hams with a map to the FD site along with some information. Be creative! 
There are likely a number of hams in your community who'd love the chance to come and help out. What ham 
can ignore a good covered dish supper? 

Continued on page 6 
 



Page 6    Published by the Larkfield Amateur Radio Club                                                                                                    May 2010 

 

Members of the Larkfield Amateur Radio 
Club are invited to use the  
W2RGM Repeater System: 

2 meters 
147.075 MHz out/147.675 MHz in 

1.25 meters 
224.560 MHz out 222.960 MHz in 

70 centimeters 
448.525 MHz out 443.525 MHz in 

114.8 Hz PL 
These machines are linked cross band 

also 
448.500 MHz out 443.500 MHz in  
448.475 MHz out 443.475 MHz in 

The Larkfield Amateur Radio Club 
Operates: 

WR2ABA HUNTINGTON REPEATERS 
2 meters 

147.210 MHz out/147.810 MHz in  
4z/136.5 Hz PL 

Linked cross-band with 
70 centimeters 

448.675 MHz out/443.675 MHz in  
114.8 Hz PL 

See Packet Stations on page 7 
W2LRC SMITHTOWN REPEATERS 

2 meters 
145.430 MHz out/144.830 MHz  in  

4z/136.5 Hz PL 
1.25 meters 

224.620 MHz out/223.020 MHz in 
70 centimeters 

448.425 MHz out/443.425 MHz in 
These 3 repeaters are linked cross band 

 

Give everyone something to do. Newer hams can do 2-meter talk-ins, help operate a GOTA station, or help 
assemble antennas. The more people are involved, the better time you'll have. This is a great chance to give 
some of your newer hams some practical experience. Do what it takes to get the new hams ON THE AIR - af-
ter all, Field Day is a great opportunity for new hams to learn how  to operate! 

Editor’s Note:  Notice something missing?  Since 
the ARRL revised its web site on April 13, the cross-
word puzzles (and answers) that have appeared in 
QSX (pages 4-5) each month are no longer avail-
able.   They will return if the ARRL revises it’s new 
site. 

From Just a Sign To HF Tent + HF 
Yagi Antenna 

2008 
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ARES/RACES NET 
 

Attention to all members: The weekly ARES/RACES net is active, meeting every Monday evening at 2030 
on 147.210. Check in with our net control, John Allocca WB2LUA, to learn of any ARES/RACES news and 
to help maintain your proficiency in emergency communications procedures.    

GOOD AND WELFARE 
Attention members:  Our Good and Welfare Chairperson is Helene Lazarus (XYL of Arnie N2PLS).   Please inform 
her (499-2837) of news about club members so she may make submissions to this publication.  

     General Meetings      
January 14, 2010    June 10, 2010  
February 11, 2010 September 16, 2010 
March 11, 2010 October 14, 2010 
April 8, 2010  November 18, 2010 
May 13, 2010  December 9, 2010 

     Board Meeting      
January 14, 2010    June 10, 2010  
February 11, 2010 September 16, 2010 
March 11, 2010 October 14, 2010 
April 8, 2010  November 18, 2010 
May 13, 2010  December 9, 2010 

The Larkfield Amateur Radio Club 
Affiliated with American Radio Relay League 

 

Officers (one year terms) 
President           open 
Vice-president    open 
Secretary    Howard Stern KC2OJO (2010) 
Treasurer     Roger Rapp     W2GLE (2010) 

 

General Directors (two year terms) 
Ed Ebert     KC2E (2009-2010)  
Pat McPartland    WS2A (2009-2010) 
Chuck Hartley    N2JIY (2009-2010)  
Daniel Harris   KC2TFS (2010-2011) 
Fred Kruger           K2LDC (2010-2011) 
Gary McDowell   K2TVN (2010-2011) 
 
WA2PNU Station Trustee   Roger Rapp  W2GLE 
WR2ABA Station Trustee  Roger Rapp   W2GLE 
W2LRC   Station Trustee  Roger Rapp   W2GLE 

      LARC Birthdays  
  Call       Name                 Birthday 
 K2REX    Marc  Chomet 5/2 
 KF2ZQ    Scott  Fawcett 5/3 
 KC2TAF    Neil D. Harris 5/22 
 AA2XK    Richard V. Hiller 5/21 
 N2PQJ    Steven W Hines 5/17 
 W2SET    Peter J. Trinche 5/8  

       Packet Radio Assignment 
WA2PNU (0-15) 145.070  BBS; FlexNet Gateway 
WA2PNU-4 145.070  Local area PBBS 
W2SWR-1 144.090  Keyboard 
KB2JOE-4 144.070  Mailbox 
KC2UCD (0-7) 144.900  BBS; FlexNet Gateway 
KC2UCD-2 * 144.900  Digi and Keybd 
SMTARES 
KC2UCD-9 * 144.900  SMTARES Mailbox 
KC2UCD-10*      145.900  Winlink RMS Portal 
KC2CD-15* 144.900  Digi; Keybd; Smithtwn 

Bruno has recommended the RFS Celwave PD 340-3 for our ‘210 repeater.  See 
the link below for data on this type of antenna.  The 340-1 and 340-2 are shown on 
the web page; they differ from the 340-3 only in frequency.   We will be voting on 
whether to approve the budget at the May 13th general meeting.. 
 
http://www.tessco.com/products/displayProducts.do?groupId=340&subgroupId=33&page=6 



VE SESSION SATURDAY June 12th 
HUNTINGTON TOWN HALL 

100 MAIN ST., ROOM 114 
WALK-Ins WELCOME 

Team Liaison is Ed KC2E.  Contact is Stan N2YKT.  Fee 
is $15.  All elements will be offered and exams start at 
9:00AM. 
Must have 2 forms of ID, one of which includes a photo.  If 
upgrading, bring an original and a copy of your license 
and an original of any CSCEs.   

 
 
Next General meeting will be on Thursday, 
May 13th at 7:30PM 
 
Next Executive Board meeting will be on 
Thursday May 13th at 7:00 PM 

—————————————————————————————————————— 
 
Larkfield Amateur Radio Club, Inc. 
Post Office Box 1450 
Huntington, NY 11743  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

2010 DUES SCHEDULE 
Regular Membership: $25.00 

Extra Family Member - Same Address: $6.25 
Senior Membership, 65+: $18.75 

Student Membership: $6.25 
Living Outside Club’s Operating Sphere: $6.25 

 
PLUS $5.00 TO GET QSX VIA U.S. MAIL 

 
Make your check payable to: 

Larkfield Amateur Radio Club Inc. 
 

And Mail to: 
Larkfield Amateur Radio Club Inc. 

PO Box 1450 
Huntington, NY 11743 


