
GOOD AND WELFARE 

Attention members: Our Good and Welfare Chairperson is Helene Lazarus (XYL of Arnie N2PLS). 
Pbmissions to this publication. 

Volume XXI, Issue 5 May 2014
Editor: Thomas Price; KC2PSC

March 2014Executive Board Meeting

The meeting started at 7:03 PM and was chaired 
by Larkfield President, Chuck N2JIY. Attending 
were Donald AB2BN, Jonathan KC2PBE, Roger 
W2GLE, Howard KC2OJO, Peter AA2VG and 
Thomas KC2PSC. Bruno KC2ESI provided input
for the Repeater committee.

Chuck N2JIY described the letter that had been 
sent to MetroCor to alert them to the fact that a 
station in New Jersey only 38 miles from our 
“.210” repeater was operating on the same 
frequency and that the situation was being 
aggravated by the fact that the station was not 
using a PL tone. Normally, under Metrocor rules, 
two repeaters should not be operated on the same 
frequency unless they are at least 70 miles apart.

The Club's tax filing status was discussed and 
Chuck N2JIY agreed to investigate the proper 

path to choosing a particular status and getting it 
approved by the IRS.

It was informally agreed that the Club should 
incorporate Pay Pal as one means of paying dues.

By unanimous vote the members agreed to set 
aside $50 for renting a trailer for the Field Day 
weekend.

The number of VEs that would be available for 
the VE session to be held two days after the 
meeting was discussed as was getting information
on what liability and other insurance would be 
available to volunteers during the Cow Harbor 
10K race. Chuck volunteered to follow up on the 
insurance issues with the 10K Race organizers

The meeting ended at 7:38PM.
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April 2014 General Meeting Minutes

The meeting, chaired by the Club's 
President, Chuck N2JIY, started at 7:38 PM with 
the Pledge of Allegiance (led by Steve N2PQJ) 
and Introductions.

Roger W2GLE, the Club Treasurer 
provided the financial report that consisted of the 
amount of money in each of the Club's accounts 
and the sum total of the accounts.

Howard KC2OJO, the Club Secretary 
reported that the minutes of the March meeting 
had been distributed in QSX both electronically 
via the mailing list and via U.S. mail to those 
members that pay extra for mail delivery. He also
reported that both the website and the mailing list
had been working smoothly during the last month
and noted that the website appearance and 
content had been greatly improved with our new 
Field Day header design that had been 
implemented by Scott AC2FV with the help of 
others on the committee. However, our website is
currently hosted on a server that does not have a 
legitimate certificate and mail sent from the 
website is sometimes stopped by some mail 
providers such as gmail. We have a duplicate 
website set up with another host and are planning 
to switch to that host in the future. Steve N2PQJ 
suggested that we might be better served by 
moving our mailing list to Yahoo since they had 
an archive feature that allowed the users to access
previous postings. After some discussion, 
Howard stated that he wasn't sure but thought that
the current Larkfield mailing list might have that 
feature and said that he would look into it.

Thomas KC2PSC the QSX Editor 
reminded the attendees that it was necessary to 
have input from the members and requested that 
they send stories and other items of interest to 
larkfieldqsx@gmail.com, preferably in MS Word 
format.

Bruno reported for the Repeater 
Committee that it had been found that at least part
of our “.210” repeater problems are due to a 
repeater in New Jersey that can be triggered by 
our users and vice versa. Furthermore, the New 

Jersey repeater is operating without a functioning 
PL. We have sent a letter to MetroCor describing 
the problem and requesting that they have the 
other repeater move to another frequency. The NJ
repeater should not have been approved under 
MetroCor's minimum distance rules for repeaters 
using the same frequency.

Steve N2PQJ reported on the March 27th 
ARES/RACES meeting that was held at the East 
Northport Library. At that meeting members saw 
a presentation on Emergency Frequencies in our 
area and discussed the MESH network equipment
that several of them have already set up at their 
homes. The equipments with their operating 
firmware will be used for wide band 
communication between the homes. Steve also 
described the Apps that were coming available 
for setting up Mesh Networks via cell phones.

The VE session for the coming weekend 
was announced and it was determined that at least
3 VEs would be available.

Daytimers are drawing 3-5 hams at the 10 
AM meetings and Nightimers are drawing 4- 6 
hams at the 6 PM meetings as described by 
Howard KC2OJO and Fred K2LDC, respectively.

Peter AA2VG gave the Field Day report 
and described the work going into creating 
publicity for our Field Day. He requested that if 
members had contacts for Newspapers, TV, etc 
that they let him know. Steve N2PQJ pointed out 
that we should also be inviting elected officials. 
So far the Field Day stations have been set as 
VHF/UHF (Thomas KC2PSC), CW (Peter 
AA2VG), SSB (Scott AC2FV), and GOTA (Neil 
KC2TAF).  We also have 2 new Carolina 
Windom antennas for Field Day.

After the Field Day report, Steve N2PQJ 
described the Yahoo Groups and how they work. 
Howard KC2OJO described how and why our 
QTH server was set up.

The meeting formally closed at 8:30 PM 
at which time Steve N2PQJ demonstrated a 
Software Defined Radio built around free open 
source software and a very low cost VHF/UHF 
dongle (~ $10 -$20) that plugs into your PC.
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OPERATING W1AW/2

By: Peter Deluca  AA2VG

 

After 20 years of contacting and reading about 
those far away Dxpeditions it seems only natural 
to want to become a team member of the HEARD
ISLAND subantarctic adventure. The XYL, who 
I agree with most of the time, thinks that 
traveling to the bottom of the earth to play radio 
is an example of irrational thinking! Our last big 
disagreement was about my old 50 foot backyard 
tower. I thought it was beautiful and she thought 
it was a real eye sore. I know... I should just be 
thankful that she allowed me to put it up (yes, 
honey, thank you).

We are always asking ourselves, "how do I get 
there from here?" As my son always says, "just 
google it Dad". Google maps will tell you how to 
get to most places but certainly not applicable to 
my planned destination. I very quickly realized 
that even if Google Maps could get me there 
being able to send my call sign at 25 words a 
minute to a DX station was not going to do the 
job. OK then, perhaps contesting? Starting from 
basics and enjoying QRP cw I joined the North 
American QRP cw Club (NAQCC). It's a 
wonderful group of cw ops who love QRP. The 
monthly NAQCC two hour sprints were just what
I needed, no pressure, cw speed 15 wpm or 
slower and lots of fun. My cw copying improved 
but more importantly it introduced me to 
contesting and taught me that accuracy is more 
important than speed and that it's not about 
winning but more about personal achievement 
and just having fun.

When the opportunity arose to represent 
W1AW/2 for New York I quickly jumped at the 
chance. The opportunity to be on "the other side 
of the pile up" was both exciting and frightening. 
Could I take my QRP NAQCC sprint skills and 
apply them to W1AW/2? As most people would, 
today in the computer age, I divided the challenge

into two parts. First, there was a hardware issue 
(my equipment) and then the software issue (my 
brain). How was I going to use my trusted 20 
year old Kenwood TS 850S that, to my 
knowledge, was not going to connect to my 
computer. Could I really use my Bencher paddle 
to send all the call signs by hand? Could I use my
Elecraft KX3 QRP rig? Would 12 watts do the 
job? After some internet searching, a call to 
Elecraft and Alpha, I realized that I could run my 
KX3 12 watts into my old trusty Alpha 91b 
amplifier to get out about 250 watts. I was also 
able to get my KX3 to connect to my computer. 
OK, I'm all set!  Well, not really.

When I listened to W1AW/4 on January 1st it 
became very clear that my brain was not up to the
task of copying a pile up. I had 28 days to remedy
that situation. Taking my son's advice, I turned to 
my iphone and my computer. I used the iphone 
app "AA9PW Ham Morse" to send call signs at 
24 wpm which I would type into my computer. I 
would practice whenever I had the time. This 
meant practicing at my work desk in my office. 
My office staff finally asked me about those 
strange beeping sounds emanating from my 
consult room. I needed to explain to them that it 
was CW practice for the pile up I will manage for
the W1AW/2 ARRL Centennial QSO Party..... 
"What?" I tried my best to explain as they all just 
smiled and said "that's great". I solved the 
problem by using my iphone earphones.

My CW W1AW/2 five hour time slot arrived. I 
was pumped and ready to go. Although I was 
competing with the first day of the FT5ZM 
(Amsterdam Island DXpedition) my hardware 
and brain worked well. I finally found my 
opening on the WARC bands and had a blast 
making 264 contacts. Had I known that FT5ZM 
was going on the air, I probably would have 
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contacted their North American pilot and asked 
them to hold off until my W1AW/2 stint was 
finished!

As a follow up to my W1AW/2 stint, I found a 
windows based program that is great practice for 
CW and contesting. It's called Morse Runner and 
can be downloaded free at Afreet Software,Inc, 
www.dxatlas.com. Follow the link to downloads 
and then Morse Runner 1.67. My interest in 
working W1AW/2 also led me to building my 
very first solder board project. I was told that my 
old Kenwood TS850S would not connect to my 
Windows 7 computer. With some research I 
found that I could build an interface between my 

computer and the CW input to the Kenwood. So, 
I soldered a transistor, a diode, a capacitor and a 
resistor on a Radio Shack project board to 
produce a working interface. For a first time 
builder, I found it to be Electrical Magic!

So, I may never get to HEARD Island, but any 
good hobby should be filled with challenges, 
goals and dreams. Amateur radio has been doing 
all that for me.

Peter S DeLuca  AA2VG
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Long Island Hamfair & Electronics Show
Sunday, June 1, 2014 at 

Briarcliffe College 
1055 Stewart Avenue, Bethpage, New York 11714

Large Outdoor Location!

Over 600 outdoor tailgate spaces available!

Gates open at 9:00 AM for Buyers 
Gates open at 7:30 AM for Sellers 

(ends @ noon to 1 pm "ish")

No Pre-Registration is required.
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The Larkfield Amateur Radio Club
Affiliated with American Radio Relay League

Officers (one year terms)
President Chuck Hartley N2JIY(2014) 
Vice-President Scott ConoverAC2FV(2014)
Secretary Howard Stern KC2OJO(2014)
Treasurer Roger Rapp W2GLE(2014)

General Directors (two year terms)
Neil Harris KC2TAF (2013-2014)
Pat McPartland WS2A (2013-2014)
Donald Clarke AB2BN (2013-2014)
Peter Deluca AA2VG (2014-2015)
Thomas Price KC2PSC (2014-2015)
Jonathan Schwartz KC2PBE (2014-2015)

WA2PNU Station Trustee Roger Rapp W2GLE 
WR2ABA Station Trustee Roger Rapp W2GLE 
W2LRC Station Trustee Roger Rapp W2GLE 
—————————————————

Members of the Larkfield Amateur
Radio Club are invited to use the 

W2RGM Dix Hills Repeater System: 

2 meters 
147.075 MHz out/147.675 MHz in 

4z/136.5 Hz PL 

70 centimeters 
448.500 MHz out/ 443.500 in 

2a/114.8 Hz PL 
THE LARKFIELD AMATEUR RADIO 
CLUB OPERATES:

WR2ABA HUNTINGTON REPEATER 
2 meters 

147.210 MHz out/147.810 MHz in 
4z/136.5 Hz PL 

W2LRC HAUPPAUGE REPEATER 
2 meters

145.430 MHz out/144.830 MHz in
4z/136.5 Hz PL

W2LRC HUNTINGTON APRS
2 meters

144.390 MHz In/Out

USA EASTNET FLEXNET NETWORK
2 meters

WA2PNU (0-15) Nodes 145.070 MHz
WA2PNU (-4) Node 145.070 MHz (BBS)

The Larkfield Amateur Radio Club wishes to thank Bruno KC2ESI, Jack K2JX, 
Joe N2QPD, Artie KC2JFU, Bob AC2AZ and Richard WA2WNY for their 
dedication and efforts in maintaining the Club’s repeaters and our packet and 
APRS stations. Their collective efforts and donations of equipment along with the 
overview of Roger W2GLE and Chuck N2JIY have kept us “on the air”. Still to go, 
another 440 MHz repeater and adding IRLP or Echolink to one of our repeaters. 
We need volunteers for this new work.
 

General Meetings  7:30 PM
April 10, 2014 May 8, 2014 
June 12, 2014

Board Meetings 7:00 PM
April 10, 2014 May 8, 2014 
June 12, 2014

GOOD AND WELFARE
Attention members: Our Good and Welfare Chairperson is Helene Lazarus (XYL of Arnie N2PLS). Please 
inform her (499-2837) of news about club members so she may make submissions to this publication. 
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Note that although we are at this cycle’s peak the average number of sunspots is only
about 60% of the average number that occurred during the peak of the previous cycle.

 

ARES/RACES NET
Sunday 0900 New York State RACES 3993.5 LSB

Monday 1900 Huntington  – 147.210

Monday 1930 Smithtown  – 145.430

Monday 1930 Southampton  – 147.195

Monday 2000 Nassau County ARES RACES  – 443.525

Monday 2000 Easthampton  – 145.270

Monday 2015 Babylon  – 146.685

Monday 2030 Brookhaven  – 145.210

Monday 2100 Suffolk County RACES  – 145.330
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2014 DUES SCHEDULE
Regular Membership: $35.00 

Members Age 65 or older: $25.00 
Members Age 17 or less: $25.00 

Disabled Members: $25.00 
Living Outside Club’s Operating Sphere:

$15.00 

Add $10.00 if you want QSX via U.S. Mail

Make your check payable to: LARC

And Mail to: 
Larkfield Amateur Radio Club Inc. 

PO Box 1450 
Huntington, NY 11743 

VE SESSION SATURDAY 
June 14th 

HUNTINGTON TOWN HALL 
100 MAIN ST., ROOM 114 

WALK-Ins WELCOME 

Team Liaison is Rich W2TMA. Contact is Stan 
N2YKT. Fee is $15. All elements will be offered 
and exams start at 9:00AM. You must have 2 
forms of ID, one of which includes a photo. If 
upgrading, bring an original and a copy of 
your license and an original of any CSCEs.

The next Executive Board and General 
meetings will be on Thursday, May 8th 
at 7:00PM and 7:30PM, respectively. 

You can submit articles or photos for 
publication by e-mail at:
larkfieldqsx@gmail.com

Larkfield Amateur Radio Club, Inc. 
Post Office Box 1450 
Huntington, NY 11743 
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